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 Sorghum is in various stages of development around NC Kansas. The late planted, which seems to be just in 
the whorl stage- to soft dough, or even farther along. Corn earworms (often called sorghum 
headworms/soybean podworms etc., depending upon the crop infested) are causing significant infestations 
and therefore concern because of the highly visible whorl feeding and subsequent "ragged"-looking leaves 
as they expand from the whorl. This feeding probably will have no effect on yield, and by the time the 
damage is noticed the worms 
are mostly finished feeding 
anyway. Therefore, treatment 
is rarely justified. Feeding on 
the kernels however which is 
the marketable product is a 
different story. Sampling for 
head-feeding worms is really 
relatively easy. Just take a 
small white bucket, bend the 
head over into the bucket 
and vigorously shake it 
against the sides of the 
bucket which dislodges the 
larvae. Then count the worms 
and divide into the number of 
heads sampled. 
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Rule of thumb: kernel-
feeding larvae cause 5% 
loss/worm/head. 
Sorghum heads are 
most vulnerable from 
flowering to soft dough. 
These larvae are 
relatively susceptible to 
insecticides so efficacy 
is usually pretty good. 
However, these 
insecticides will reduce 
beneficial insect 
populations which can 
help later if any aphid 
populations develop. 

Jeff Whitworth                Holly Schwarting 

HOME 



Kansas Insect Newsletter 
April 21, 2016  No 7 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

3 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.)
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K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director.

mailto:jwhitwor@ksu.edu
mailto:holly3@ksu.edu

	Sorghum
	Sorghum

