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Leafhoppers in Alfalfa 
 Alfalfa can be kind of a forgotten crop during this very busy time of year.  Most growers are busy 
planting sorghum, soybeans, sunflowers, and/or harvesting wheat, working wheat ground, etc.  This year, so far, 
has been a rough one for swathing and baling alfalfa.  Now, there are substantial infestations of potato 
leafhoppers, both adults and nymphs.  Potato leafhoppers can be quite damaging from now until fall.   

 
Both nymphs and adults feed by sucking juice from the plant and in so doing inject a toxin into the plants.  This 
can cause serious yellowing of the leaves, and even stems, if it continues for very long.  Generally, swathing 
and hay removal will disrupt this feeding and remove the leafhoppers from the fields.  They rarely re-infest 
fields after this physical removal or after an insecticide application, if that is justified.  If swathing is possible 
within the next 7-10 days, that should take care of the potato leafhopper problem.  However, be sure to keep 
scouting these fields as the damage caused by potato leafhoppers usually occurs much before the yellowing is 
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noticed.  This feeding damage is cumulative – the stressed plants don’t seem to regain their original vigor and 
therefore don’t ever yield as much tonnage as expected. 

HOME 

 

Grasshoppers 
 There are also numerous grasshoppers around field borders and in waterways/pastures, etc.  These 
grasshoppers are still small so now is the time to treat these areas if the populations are sufficient to warrant it, 
approximately 20 per square yard. They do not yet have the ability to fly, thus are still contained in these 
smaller areas where they are better controlled without spraying larger areas of crops.  

 
HOME 

 
 

A Hessian Fly Update 
 An update on a Hessian fly infested wheat field.  Last winter, Mr. Arlan Newby, a consultant in 
southeast Kansas, discovered a wheat field that had a significant Hessian fly infestation (photos 1 & 2), to the 
point where many of the plants were actually killed or weakened enough that they were not able to withstand 
any other stress.  Most of the field was therefore plowed under to allow for planting a spring crop.  However, a 
small portion was allowed to remain so we could determine the Hessian flies’ impact in spring (photo 3) and 
just prior to harvest (photo 4).  As seen in these photos, it was apparent that many plants survived into spring 
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and actually looked as though they may tiller out sufficiently to compensate for the Hessian fly infestation.  
However, as seen in this most recent photo, the remaining plant stand was significantly reduced and there is 
already considerable lodging.  This entire field could have ended up like this little corner if it were not for the 
keen observations of Mr. Newby.  This situation serves as a reminder for how devastating this wheat pest can 
be.  For more information on the biology and management of Hessian fly, please visit:  
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2866.pdf 

 

 

 

http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/bookstore/pubs/MF2866.pdf
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Western Corn Rootworms 
 Most of the corn in north central and south central Kansas is at, or just passed, the whorl stage and there 
seem to be very few whorl-feeding larvae.  However, the Western corn rootworm adults are just starting to 
emerge from the soil.   
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These adults were 1st detected on 23 June in Dickinson County.  These beetles are feeding on the leaf tissue as 
the plants are not yet tasseling or producing silk/pollen.  There is quite a disparity of rootworm life stages in this 
same field.  There are many adults in the northwest corner but still mostly larvae, even relatively small ones, in 
the southeast corner of this same field.  Some of the feeding damage caused by the rootworm larvae can be seen 
in the last photo.  
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Dectes detected in Soybeans 
 

 The first Dectes soybean borer adult was observed on 23 June in Dickinson County, KS.  
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Jeff Whitworth                                                                                                 Holly Schwarting 

 

The Deafening Sound of Silence – Where are the Periodical Cicadas? 
It is a few days past a month since my first encounter with the Brood IV periodical cicadas.  What an enjoyable 
treat it was living with the “little beauties”.  It was impossible to escape the cacophony of millions/billions(?) of 
male periodicals “singing-their-songs” in tree tops.  
The response to the oft asked question, “How long will they be making a ruckus?”, was that by the end of June, 
they will have run their course.   
 
And so it has come to pass.  Off my back deck, the nearby cassini ceased their calling on June 18 (this cluster 
was restricted to just several trees in the ravine area immediately behind my house).  On Father’s Day, I called 
my visiting daughter out ---- to hear one (maybe two) septendecim(s) calling further down the way.  Nothing 
since.       
 
I have purposely driven several routes where the blare of periodicals was inescapable from both sides of the 
road.  Over the past week, the calling diminished to just sounds from occasional groves.  And the last 3 days, all 
has been quiet.  While there may be some occasional reports of still active pocket populations of periodicals, 
those too will soon cease.  Essentially, the 2015 emergence has come-and-gone. 
 
What has been left behind are the eggs that were inserted into tips of branches.  This will become evident with 
the eventual appearance of dead brown terminal portions of branches.  People should not be concerned about 
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the health and vigor of their trees.  Just consider this to be a minor “natural pruning”.  The tiny nymphs that 
hatch and drop to the ground will burrow into the soil and begin their 16-year developmental cycle which will 
culminate with their emergence in 2032, and the next Brood IV of 17-year periodical cicadas.  
 

 
HOME 

A Word Regarding Japanese Beetle (JB) 
Japanese beetles have become a firmly established pest species in portions of Kansas.  Potential damage is 
twofold.  Most commonly, Japanese beetles indiscriminately feed on nearly 300 plant species including fruits, 
vegetables, agronomic and forage crops, ornamentals, trees and shrubs. Often times, host plants are literally 
covered with the gregarious beetles which rapidly consume any and all foliage and floral plant tissue. A second 
type of damage is associated with the “white grub” larval stage as a potential turf pest. 
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While some individuals prefer to calculate/record accumulated Growing Day Degrees50 as a method to predict 
the initial yearly appearance of Japanese beetles, one can more easily set out traps baited with the JB 
pheromone and floral lure.  The bonus is that this also tells an individual that JB actually are “in-the-
neighborhood” as evidenced by their being captured.   
 

First 2015 reports of JB captures:  Desoto June 9; Manhattan June 15; Topeka June 16.   Look for their numbers 
to rapidly increase.  People concerned with JB feeding on landscape plants need to be vigilant in inspecting 
plants for the presence of JB.  If present and if in damaging numbers, corrective actions should be undertaken.  
Refer to K-State Research and Extension Publication MF3151 – Japanese Beetle, which is available and 
downloadable on-line.   

HOME 

Bob Bauernfeind 
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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html 

Eva Zurek 

HOME 

Sincerely,  

Robert J. Bauernfeind  
Extension Specialist 
Horticultural Entomology  
phone: 785/532-4752  
e-mail: rbauernf@ksu.edu    
 
 
Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu  
 
 

Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu 
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Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
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4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 8 
and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
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