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Education

· M.S. December 2006.  Entomology. 4.0 GPA 
Kansas State University in Manhattan, KS.

Advisors: Dr. Yoonseong Park and Dr. Ralph Charlton

Thesis: Systematics of the Aphonopelma (Theraphosidae) from the south-central United States, as determined from molecular and morphological data. 
Publications in preparation.
· B.A. May 2004. Major: biology, minor: English. 3.87 GPA
Gustavus Adolphus College in St. Peter, MN. 

Academic Employment
· Insect Diagnostician at Kansas State University. January 2007 – present.

· Laboratory Research Assistant at Kansas State University in Dr. Jeremy Marshall’s lab. January 2007 – present. 
· Graduate Research Assistant at Kansas State University. Fall 2004-fall 2006.

· NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates program (REU) at Kansas State University, summer 2003. Research on territoriality in male cricket frogs.

· Laboratory teaching assistant at Gustavus Adolphus College, fall 2002 and 2003. Cellular and Molecular Biology.

· Service-Learning School Assistant Teacher for elementary students in Mankato, MN, summers 1999-2002.

Scholarships and Awards

· The O.W. “Spide” Morris Graduate Student Service Award, 2006. This award is presented to a KSU graduate student who has made significant contribution to the Department of Entomology through extracurricular activities and involvement. $250.
· 1st Place M.S. student paper competition at 2006 North-Central Branch of the Entomological Society of America meeting; sections A, Ca, Cd, Ce, D, and Ea. $200.

· Don C. Warren Genetic Scholarship, 2006. Awarded to graduate students within the College of Agriculture at KSU for support of molecular research. $500

· Teresan Scholarship, 2005. Award given by the Alumnae Association of the College of St. Teresa for post-graduate study. $650

· Joe Sklenar Post-Graduate Scholarship, 2005.  This award is given by the Midwest Free Community Papers; renewable for up to four years. $500

· Charles C. Hamrum Award, 2004.  Given to a Gustavus student showing interest and promise in entomology. 

· Timothy R. Donoghue Graduate Scholarship, 2004.  Awarded by KSU Graduate College to incoming students; renewable for two years. $3000

Selected Professional and Extracurricular Activities

· Assisted with KS county agent training class, “ Basic Insect Identification”, 2007

· Author of KSU Diagnostic webpage, “Featured Arthropod”, 2007

· Volunteer counselor at “KidzKamp” for foster kids; four days, 2007

· Contributor to KSU Insect Newsletter, 2007

· Member of the Linnaean Games Team, spring 2006

· Faculty Search Committee student representative, 2006 

· Entomology Club social committee, originated “Bug Movie night” 2006

· Course and Curriculum Committee student representative, 2005-2006

· Secretary of KSU Popenoe Entomology Club, 2004-2005

· KSU Women’s Club Soccer, 2004-2007, staff advisor 2007

· Volunteer at KSU Insect Zoo, 2004-2007
· Additional individual professional and community volunteer work

Presentations

· Poster at Entomological Society of America national conference; December 2006, Indianapolis, IN. “Tarantulas in the south-central US: Systematics and phylogenetics of Aphonopelma hentzi (Girard).”

· Paper and poster at American Arachnological Society national conference; June 2006, Baltimore, MD.  “Systematics of south-central US tarantulas (Aphonopelma, Theraphosidae), as inferred from molecular and morphological characteristics.”
· Paper presentation at North Central Branch Meeting of the ESA; March 2006, Bloomington, IL. “Systematics of tarantulas of the south-central US, as inferred from molecular and morphological characteristics.”
· Paper given at annual KSU Graduate Research Forum; March 2006, Manhattan, KS.  “Systematics of tarantulas, Aphonopelma hentzi, (Theraphosidae) of the south-central United States.”
· Poster at Entomological Society of America national conference; December 2005, Ft. Lauderdale, FL. “Phylogenetic analysis of south-central US tarantulas (Aphonopelma) based on mtDNA markers and morphological characteristics.
· “

Additional Professional Meetings Attended
· Great Plains Diagnostic Network (GPDN) annual meeting; October 2007, Manhattan, KS.

· Greenhouse Pest and Disease Diagnostic Workshop; April 2007, Denver, CO.

· National Plant Diagnostic Network (NPDN) first national conference; January 2007, Orlando, FL.

· Ecological Society of America (ESA) national conference; August 2003, Savannah, GA.
Memberships

· American Arachnological Society 
· American Tarantula Society 

· Entomological Society of America

· Phi Beta Kappa liberal arts national honor society 

· Phi Kappa Phi national honor society
· Sigma Tau Delta international English honor society
· Sigma Xi
