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Alfalfa Update 

 

 Potato leafhoppers continue to inhabit every alfalfa field sampled in north central Kansas.  Populations 
are still mostly composed of adults but a few nymphs are emerging.  These potato leafhoppers have few natural 
enemies and thus populations will just continue to increase.  There are still relatively plentiful numbers of lady 
beetles and green lacewings in most alfalfa fields, and while they probably won’t help with potato leafhoppers, 
they should continue to help control any developing aphid populations. 

 

Jeff Whitworth                                                                                                               Holly Schwarting 

HOME 

 

Corn Update 

 

Lady beetles are unusually common in corn fields right now.  Most corn plants in north central Kanas 
are from V2-V6.  Checking corn rootworm plots revealed western corn rootworm larvae of various sizes and 
thus they are starting to feed enough to cause a little root damage. 
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Seems like, despite the recent cooler, wetter conditions, the rootworm development is about where it usually is 
at this time.  Most western corn rootworms have completed the larval stage by the 1st of July, thus root damage 
will be completed later this month as the larvae begin to pupate in south central and north central Kansas.  
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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html 
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Sincerely,  

 
Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu  
 
Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director. 
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