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Soybean Pest Update 

What a difference a few days makes in the world of insects!  Two weeks ago, and prior, there were very few 
insect pests in soybeans throughout north central and south central Kansas.  Now, most soybean fields are 
loaded, with more coming all the time.  Some of the insects common to soybean fields throughout north 
central, south central, and south east Kansas right now are as follows: 

1. Dectes stem borer adults.  These have been actively depositing eggs in petioles for a few weeks

although populations seem somewhat reduced compared to the past few years.  Larval tunneling

within the petiole and resultant petiole death has not yet become very apparent.
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2. Bean leaf beetle adults.  These feed on the leaves, usually causing mostly round or oblong holes,

which are of little consequence.  However, these same adults can also feed on the pods which may

damage the bean inside and thus cause significant yield reductions.
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3. “Worms”.  There are also significant numbers of a variety of “worms” or caterpillars in most soybean

fields.  These include various stages of yellowstriped armyworms, which may feed on the leaves but

not enough to impact plant health or yield.
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There are also numerous green cloverworms, which are also leaf feeders.  These are the “inchworms” 
that wiggle like crazy when disturbed.   

They are usually highly susceptible to a fungus that turn infected larvae white and decimates the 
population rapidly over large areas.  Green cloverworms may cause a great deal of concern because 
of the defoliation they cause, but rarely are they any real detriment to the plant.  However, make sure 
to properly identify the worms as there are also corn earworms, aka soybean podworms, which may 
be mistaken for green cloverworms.  
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Soybean podworms will feed on leaves but more worrisome is when they start feeding on the 
developing seeds within the pods.  Two or three pods fed on per plant may justify control if there are 
still larvae in the field.  Otherwise, they may have pupated and treatment should be delayed until 
sampling indicates the next generation of larvae is actively feeding on seeds within pods.   
Alfalfa caterpillars are also feeding on leaves and adding to the worm variety but will not cause any 
detrimental impact on yield.  
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Jeff Whitworth   Holly Schwarting 

HOME 

Sorghum Pest Update 

The situation seems about the same throughout north central Kansas with regard to insect pests.  Still 
finding mixed populations of aphids (greenbugs, corn leaf, yellow sugarcane, and sugarcane) but beneficial 
insect populations (mainly green lacewings, lady beetles, parasitic wasps, and occasionally syrphid fly 
larvae) still remain plentiful.  Headworms are also plentiful in just about every field that is not yet at soft 
dough.  Remember, expect 5% loss/worm/head between flowering and soft dough.  Chinch bugs, both 
adults and nymphs, are also plentiful at the base of most plants but can also be found feeding on young 
developing berries in the heads. 

Jeff Whitworth            Holly Schwarting 

HOME 
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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html 

Eva Zurek 

HOME 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu

Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html
http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html
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participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
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