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Alfalfa and Wheat “Worms” 
Sugarcane Aphids 

Alfalfa and Wheat “Worms” 

Wheat and alfalfa fields throughout south central and north central Kansas should be monitored for signs of 
defoliation.  Many pests can defoliate either crop this time of year, i.e. grasshoppers and flea beetles (usually around 
borders), and “worms”.  These larvae are most commonly armyworms, fall armyworms, and/or army cutworms.  
Identification is important for these “worms” because armyworms and fall armyworms will feed until the temperatures 
cool into the mid-20’s or they pupate, whichever comes first.   

Army cutworms, however, are and have been hatching from eggs deposited by moths as they return from over-
summering, probably in Colorado.   
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These army cutworm larvae will feed a little this fall, overwinter, then start feeding again in early spring.  So, if the 
“worms” causing the defoliation now are relatively large, ½ inch or more, they are probably armyworms and/or fall 
armyworms.   

We have been hearing about and seeing a mixture of both armyworms and fall armyworms (see pics below).  These 
small worms start by causing small “windowpanes” in wheat or alfalfa.  No army cutworm infestations have been 
verified yet.   
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Flocks of birds in wheat or alfalfa fields in fall or early spring are often indicative of a “worm” infestation as the birds 
are feeding on the larvae.  Fields with 25-30% of the plants showing “windowpane” feeding need to be monitored 
frequently as these larvae consume more as they get larger.  Treatment should be applied before stands become 
threatened.  For more information on treatment thresholds and management options please see the Wheat Insect 
Management Guide: http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/mf745.pdf 

Jeff Whitworth               Holly Schwarting 

HOME 

Sugarcane Aphids 

Sugarcane aphids are still very plentiful throughout north central Kansas.  However, the beneficials are also 
numerous.  In many of the late planted fields, the aphid activity seems to be decreasing although whether it 
is due to beneficials, weather, day length, or crop condition is hard to tell.  

http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/mf745.pdf
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Many lady beetles and green lacewings are still being produced and they are voraciously feeding on the 
aphids, which do not seem to be producing the same quantities of honeydew as previously.  The honeydew, 
with associated sooty molds that have been produced as recently as 3 Oct. has dried and has started to flake 
off. 
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Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu
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Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.)

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director.
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