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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

Armyworms in Brome 

Armyworms have been feeding in brome throughout north central Kansas for about the last three 

weeks.  However, they have just, in the past week, gotten large enough to start being noticed.  They are first 

being detected because the infested patches of brome do not have any leaves, due to armyworm feeding, 

and/or no heads where the seeds develop.  These infested areas will have delayed development due to this 

feeding but the stand should recover.  These armyworms are already “making the ground come alive” as 

they reach maturity and crawl down the plants, usually many at about the same time, to seek pupation sites 

in the soil.  This is noticeable even on dirt roads or lanes near these infested fields.   
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Corn Rootworms 

Western corn rootworm development seems to be progressing rapidly.  In north central Kansas, corn plants 

have been struggling to germinate and grow up until last week.  But, the rootworm larvae in the soil seem to 

be doing well.  So, these smaller root systems will be more impacted by this rootworm feeding, thus 

stressing these small plants, and in some cases, even killing them.  Corn rootworm larvae were first detected 

on 17 May this year.  
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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html 

Eva Zurek 
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Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu

Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu
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Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director. 
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