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Alfalfa Update 

Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

Alfalfa Update 

Alfalfa weevil larvae have been hatching throughout north central and south central Kansas for the last 
couple of weeks.  However, as of 9 March, there doesn’t seem to be much feeding or development yet 
(Photo1).  There are also a few of these tiny larvae that are dead (Photo2).  Because these larvae are so small 
and vulnerable it is difficult to determine the cause of death.  At least some of the mortality could be related 
to weather fluctuations that have reached mid 70’s for several days but also dropping into the mid to low 
20’s some nights.   
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Most of these larvae are so small that they are well enclosed within the plant terminals to the point that they 
cannot be dislodged by shaking the stems into a bucket, as the most accurate sampling method specifies.  
This can definitely cause you to underestimate larval populations.  Probably the easiest solution is to hold 
off sampling until the middle of next week, if the weather turns cooler as predicted.  There are a few more 
mature larvae present, along with adult weevils (Photos 3, 4). Adults will probably continue depositing eggs 
for a few more weeks, thus extending the period of larval hatching.   
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There are also a few pea aphids present.  Populations do not seem to be increasing now, and there are lady 
beetles and parasitoid wasps actively attacking these aphids.  Also, reports of cowpea aphids in south 
central Kansas bear watching.  These aphids are usually more numerous in warmer summer months.  They 
can add stress to plants by feeding, but they also produce copious quantities of honeydew which can 
become covered with sooty mold.  This may further stress alfalfa by interfering with photosynthesis, 
especially with small plants coming out of winter dormancy and experiencing dry conditions and 
fluctuating temperatures.  
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Sincerely,  

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu  
 
Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu 
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participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
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