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Alfalfa Update 

Alfalfa Update 

Alfalfa weevil larvae continue to hatch throughout north central Kansas.  Plants still do not seem to 
be growing very much.  The larvae that have hatched are still tucked inside the tightly closed terminals 
where they do not shake out very readily when utilizing the “shake bucket” sampling technique.  Thus, many 
producers are underestimating infestation levels.  So, when sampling to determine treatment threshold, be 
careful to account for the small stems that hold larvae which aren’t shaking loose.  These small plants need 
to be totally pulled apart to get an accurate count on alfalfa weevil larvae.   

22 March, 2017 - Showing little growth in alfalfa 
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As of 22 March, there were various developmental stages of larvae.  Pea aphids were still present in 
all alfalfa fields that we checked.  However, no infestation level that would be of concern was detected.  Also 
some producers have/are burning the existing alfalfa as a form of weevil and weed control. 
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Picture of an apparatus for burning provided by “The Specimen” 

Jeff Whitworth    Holly Schwarting             JR Ewing 

HOME 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

mailto:jwhitwor@ksu.edu
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Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu  
 
 

 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director. 
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