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Beneficial Insects – Instructional Videos 

We have produced a series of short, instructional videos on the various beneficial insects contributing to 
biological control of sugarcane aphid.   

These videos describe how to identify various life stages of the important groups of predators and provide 
information about their basic biology, ecology and life history.  

Lady beetles: https://youtu.be/3kz2OcF76pU 

Hoverflies: https://youtu.be/9GxUWy1Rk2E 

Lacewings: https://youtu.be/q0R6D-PX8-k 

The interplay between host plant resistance to aphids and biological control: https://youtu.be/KxI7CQ7DYt0 

J.P. Michaud—Hays, KS 

HOME 

https://youtu.be/3kz2OcF76pU
https://youtu.be/9GxUWy1Rk2E
https://youtu.be/q0R6D-PX8-k
https://youtu.be/KxI7CQ7DYt0


Kansas Insect Newsletter 
May 19, 2017 No 9 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2 

Carpenter Bees 

Carpenter Bees have been very active all across the state for the preceding 7-10 days and the noticeable 
activity may continue for another week or two.  These large (3/4 to 7/8 inch) black and yellow bees are most 
often mistaken for bumble bees.  However, carpenter bees, even though around the same size and flying at 
about the same speed, have bare abdomens while bumble bees have hairy abdomens.  Carpenter bees thus 
have shiny, dark blue to black abdomens while most bumble bees have hairy yellow abdomens.   

Most folks do not want to get close enough to any large bee to make these distinctions, and they are even 
more difficult to distinguish when they are flying.  But, if you have large black and yellow bees hovering 
around any wooden structures and they are ‘dive bombing’ or buzzing around intruders into their area, i.e. 
you, neighbors, pets, etc. they are most likely carpenter bees.  It is the males that are buzzing intruders and 
they can be distinguished by their ‘bald faces’ which appear to have a yellow triangle in the middle of a 
black face.   
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These males cannot sting; they are just very territorial because they are waiting for a female bee to emerge 
from one of the holes in the wood so they can mate with her. This dive bombing behavior will continue until 
all the new females have mated, then the males will die and the noticeable activity will cease.  These females 
will then excavate new holes or extend established ones located in older, untreated, unpainted wood where 
they provision cells with nectar and pollen and then deposit eggs.  The larvae feed on these provisions 
throughout the summer, and then pupate.  The next generation of adults typically does not become active 
until the following spring.  While carpenter bees are not social bees, populations may build up in favorable 
locations and over years of repeated excavating, can weaken even structural wood.  For more information 
on carpenter bee biology and management, please visit: 
https://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF2946.pdf 

Jeff Whitworth              Holly Schwarting 
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Insect Diagnostic Laboratory Report 

http://entomology.k-state.edu/extension/diagnostician/recent-samples.html 

Eva Zurek 

HOME 

Sincerely, 

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656 
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu

Holly Schwarting 
Research Associate 
Phone: (785) 532-4730 
e-mail: holly3@ksu.edu

J. P. Michaud 
Integrated Pest Management - Entomology 
Agricultural Research Center - Hays, KS 
Phone: (785) 625-3425 
e-mail: jpmi@ksu.edu

Eva Zurek 
Insect Diagnostician 
Phone: (785) 532-4710 
e-mail: ezurek@ksu.edu
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Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, John D. Floros, Director. 
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