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ID to last week’s bug 

Ailanthus webworm moth – The Ailanthus webworm moth is an example of a colorful Ermine moth. This moth holds it 
wings closely against its body when at rest causing it to look more like a beetle or true bug when not in flight. There are 
several generations a year of this insect. The caterpillars feed on the Tree of Heaven, which is how they got their 
common name. 
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Identify This Insect 
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Woolly Aphids on Maple Trees 

 

We have received numerous inquiries 
regarding insects feeding on maple trees 
including sugar (Acer saccharum), Norway (Acer 
platanoides), and silver (Acer saccharinum). These 
insects are woolly aphids. Woolly aphids are a 
group of aphids that feed on different types of 
trees, such as; maple (Acer spp.), elm (Ulmus 
spp.), alder (Alnus spp.), and apple (Malus spp.). 
Woolly aphids cover themselves with white waxy 
threads or filaments (Figure 1), which provides 
protection from natural enemies (parasitoids and 
predators).  

 

 

 

Woolly aphids are typically found in large numbers feeding on the branches of trees (Figures 2 and 3). In 
addition, some species of woolly aphids develop initially on roots (e.g. woolly apple aphid, Eriosoma 
lanigerum) and then later on migrate upward from the soil to feed on plant stems and branches. Woolly 
aphids feed on plant fluids within the phloem sieve tubes. They withdraw large quantities of plant fluids 
resulting in the production of honeydew, a clear sticky liquid that serves as a substrate for black sooty mold.   

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 1. Woolly aphids feeding on maple tree. Note 
the white waxy threads or filaments (Auth--Jesse 
Gilmore, Wildcat District) 
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Young woolly aphids are all females (stem 
mothers) and can reproduce asexually (without 
mating). Winged and non-winged forms may be 
present simultaneously. The cornicles or tubes 
that protrude from the end of the abdomen may 
be substantially reduced compared to other 
aphid species (Figure 4).  

Woolly aphids feed on mature maple trees 
and are not likely to cause significant plant 
damage. However, one of the easiest and quickest 
ways to remove woolly aphids from maple trees is 
to dislodge them using a forceful water spray. If 
done whenever woolly aphids are present, a 
forceful water spray will prevent populations from 
building-up. Although there are predators that will feed on woolly aphids including green lacewings, 
ladybird beetles, and syrphid fly larvae, in most cases, the predators do not provide sufficient regulation of 
woolly aphid populations.    

Raymond Cloyd 

HOME 

Fig 2. Woolly aphids feeding on maple 
tree (Auth--Jesse Gilmore, Wildcat 
District) 

Fig 3. Woolly aphids feeding on maple tree 
branch (Auth--Raymond Cloyd, KSU) 

Fig 4. Close up of woolly aphids feeding on 
maple branch. Note the reduced cornicles 
on the end of the abdomen (Auth--
Raymond Cloyd, KSU) 
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CORN ROOTWORMS 

Western corn rootworm (WCR) larvae are voraciously feeding on corn roots (see fig 1) and thus continuing 
to grow and develop as seen in fig 2.  The WCR larva on the right, in this photo, was collected on 3 June 
2020, while the ones on the left were collected from the same field on 17 June 2020. 
 

        
Figure 1: WCR emerging from root (Cody Wyckoff)       Figure 2: WCR larvae (Cody Wyckoff) 
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CLICK BEETLES 

Just FYI: This photo (fig. 3) is of a click beetle. Wireworms are the larval stage- and after they pupate in the 
soil, they emerge as an adult, which looks nothing like the wireworm. There are several species of 
wireworms (click beetles) in Kansas, and the one pictured is one of the more common species, all of which 
are usually well controlled by insecticide seed treatments. However, these seed treatments generally do not 
offer seed/seedling protection 21-28 days after the seeds were planted. 

3 June 
2020 

17 June 
2020 



Kansas Insect Newsletter 
June 19, 2020  No. 11 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________  

6 

 

 

Figure 3 Click beetle (Cody Wyckoff) 
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BEAN LEAF BEETLES 

Adult bean leaf beetles are very active throughout north central Kansas at the present time. They typically 
chew round/oblong holes in leaves (note fig. 4 with bean leaf beetle at the tip of the arrow) and deposit 
eggs in the soil around the base of soybean plants. There are two color phases of adult bean leaf beetles (fig 
5), a tan phase and a reddish phase, but both have six black spots surrounded by a black border on their 
backs. Both color types can be seen in fig 5. 
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Figure 4 Soybean leaf damage from beetles (Cody Wyckoff) 

 
Figure 5 Bean leaf beetles (Cody Wyckoff) 
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BUG JOKES OF THE WEEK 

Q: How do police departments control bugs? 
A: With their "SWAT" teams! 

 
Q: When do spiders honeymoon? 

A: After their "webbing" 
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New Extension Publication 

   Cross-Striped Cabbageworm: Insect Pest of Vegetable Crops 

 

                This new extension publication provides information on how to identify and manage the cross-
striped cabbageworm, which is an insect pest of cole crops such as broccoli, Brussel sprouts, cabbage, 
turnips, and leafy-green vegetables.  

 

                https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/Item.aspx?catId=524&pubId=22647 
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https://bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/Item.aspx?catId=524&pubId=22647
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Sincerely,  

Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
Raymond A. Cloyd  
Professor and Extension Specialist 
Horticultural Entomology/Integrated Pest Management 
Phone: 785-532-4750 
Fax: 785-532-6232 
e-mail: rcloyd@ksu.edu   
 

Frannie Miller 
Pesticide Safety & IPM Coordinator 
Kansas State University 
600 W. Woodside 
McPherson, KS 67460 
Phone: (620) 241-1523 
Fax: (620) 241-3407 
http://www.ksre.ksu.edu/pesticides-ipm 

 
 
 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, , Ernie Minton, Director. 
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