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Green Cloverworms 
Bug Joke of the Week 

 

Green Cloverworms 

 
Green cloverworms are quite common right now in most alfalfa and soybean fields throughout north 
central Kansas. They are in various stages of development (see fig. 1), i.e. sizes are variable, but most will be 
pupating within a week or two. The adult moths will then emerge, mate, and start depositing eggs, probably 
mostly in soybean fields. This next generation of green cloverworm larvae then maybe more significant as 
they are voracious leaf feeders and can quickly cause noticeable defoliation in soybeans. Populations of 
green cloverworms have occurred in significant densities periodically in past years as to cause considerable 
concern. Defoliation of 50-60% during the vegetative stage may justify an insecticide application. However, 
there is often an entomopathogenic fungus that attacks green cloverworm larvae when the larvae reach 
significant densities. This fungus can really decimate these larvae and thus help control their populations. 
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Figure 1.  Green Cloverworm   (pic by Cody Wyckoff) 

 

 

Jeff Whitworth – Field Crops 
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Bug Joke of the Week 

 

A man had a pet centipede. He said, “centipede, go get the paper and make it snappy!” 
A half an hour later the man went outside and said, “I thought I told you to get the paper a 
half an hour ago!” 

 
“Well, I had to put on my shoes,” said the centipede. 

 
 

Sharon Schroll 
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Sincerely,  

 
Jeff Whitworth  
Extension Specialist 
Field Crops  
phone: 785/532-5656  
e-mail: jwhitwor@ksu.edu   
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 
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