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Mosquito larvae develop in standing bodies of water 
and they don’t need a lot of water to thrive. Female 
mosquitoes mate shortly after emerging from the 
water (Figure 1), after blood feeding they will lay a 
clutch of eggs on the water’s surface. Mosquito 
larvae go through three stages, called instars. Each 
instar gets sequentially bigger before finally turning 
into the pupal stage. From the pupa, an adult 
emerges leaving the aquatic environment for the air. 
While female mosquitoes feed on blood, male 
mosquitoes feed on plant nectar and are important 
pollinators. Look around your house for any standing 
bodies of water, they need not be large! Common 
mosquito breeding habitats include flower pot bases, 
watering cans, abandoned swimming pools, used car 
tires and even holes in trees! Animal watering 
troughs can be a prime mosquito development site 
(Figure 2); in large stock tanks, adding fish to eat the 
larvae can be a solution. 
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Cassandra Olds 
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Bug Joke of the Week 

Q. What do you call two spiders who just got married? 
A. Newlyweb! 

 

Sharon Schroll 

HOME 
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Sincerely,  

 
Cassandra Olds 
Assistant Professor 
Livestock & Veterinary entomology 
Phone: (509) 715-7611 
e-mail: colds@ksu.edu 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, , Ernie Minton, Director. 
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