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Last Call --- We Need Your Feedback 

 

We would really like to know the value of the Extension Entomology Newsletter to our readership so 
we are requesting that you provide feedback on what you like, dislike, and what changes we should 
make to enhance the value of the newsletter to our readership. Please send all comments to Sharon 
Schroll at sschroll@ksu.edu 

 

 

Raymond Cloyd – Horticultural Entomologist 

HOME 
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Goldenrod Soldier Beetles 

Goldenrod soldier beetle, 
Chauliognathus pennsylvanicus, 
adults are feeding on goldenrod 
(Solidago spp.) (Figure 1) as well as 
other flowering plants. Adults can 
be seen feeding and mating 
simultaneously. The goldenrod 
soldier beetle is common 
throughout most of Kansas.  

Adults are about 1/2 of an inch 
long, elongated, and orange with 
two dark bands on the base of the 
forewings (elytra) and thorax 
(middle section) (Figure 2). In general, adults are present from August through September. Adult soldier 
beetles feed on the pollen and nectar of flowers. In addition, they are predators and will consume insects 
such as aphids and caterpillars. Flowers are a great place for the male and female soldier beetle adults to 
meet and then mate (Figure 3). Soldier beetle adults do not cause plant damage. Adults may occasionally 
enter homes, but they are rarely a concern. The best way to deal with adults in the home is to sweep, hand-
pick, or vacuum.  

Figure 1. Goldenrod soldier beetle adults feeding 
goldenrod flowers (Raymond Cloyd, KSU) 
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Adult females lay clusters of eggs in the soil. The larva that emerges (eclose) from eggs are dark-colored, 

slender, and covered with small dense hairs or bristles, which gives the larva a velvety appearance. The larva 
resides in soil feeding on grasshopper eggs. Sometimes, the larva will emerge from the soil and feed on soft-
bodied insects and small caterpillars.  

 
Raymond Cloyd, Horticultural Entomologist 

HOME 

 

Sincerely,  

Raymond A. Cloyd  
Professor and Extension Specialist 
Horticultural Entomology/Integrated Pest Management 
Phone: 785-532-4750 
Fax: 785-532-6232 
e-mail: rcloyd@ksu.edu   
 

 

Figure 2. Goldenrod soldier beetle dult (Raymond 
Cloyd, KSU) Figure 3. Goldenrod soldier 

beetle adults mating (Raymond 
Cloyd, KSU) 
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Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all 
participants. If you have special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact LOCAL 
NAME, PHONE NUMBER.  (For TDD, contact Michelle White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-

532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension Work, Acts of May 
8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and United States Department of 
Agriculture Cooperating, , Ernie Minton, Director. 
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