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Protecting your home from wasps 

Featured on Kansas State University Research and Extension News 

 
MANHATTAN, Kan. – A common problem many homeowners face is wasps taking up residence outside their 
homes. Kansas State University entomologist Raymond Cloyd says, however, that not all wasps are harmful. 

“Wasps are beneficial and they are part of the ecosystem,” Cloyd said. “They are predators of many 
caterpillar pests and are docile overall. They will usually only sting if disturbed or agitated.” 

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/news-and-publications/news/stories/2024/07/entomology-wasps.html
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Mud daubers and paper wasps are commonly seen around homes and will generally not attack people. 
However, yellow jackets will actually attack people. 

Despite the beneficial role of wasps, many people may want to remove wasp nests to avoid the possibility of 
getting stung when outdoors. When considering removing wasp nests, Cloyd advises determining whether 
the nest is new or mature. 

“If the home has a history of wasps building nests, such as in late spring or early summer, physically remove 
the nest when you see the nest being initially built,” Cloyd said. 

New nests can be removed with minimal risk of being stung because there are usually fewer wasps present 
inside the new nest. Wasps generally do not rebuild nests in the same location, so physically removing the 
nest will avoid having to deal with nests in the future. 

Spraying nests with an insecticide should be done at night when the wasps are inside the nest, Cloyd said. 

If the nest is large, mature, and has been around for some time, Cloyd recommends contacting a pest 
management professional. 

“In order to avoid getting stung, it is best to contact a pest management professional,” he said. 

Cloyd said that it is important to correctly identify the wasp that is creating the nest. He recommends 
contacting your local K-State Research and Extension office and either describing the insect over the phone 
or sending pictures via email. 

 

Raymond Cloyd – Horticultural Entomology/Plant Protection 

HOME 

Sincerely,  

Raymond A. Cloyd  
Professor and Extension Specialist 
Horticultural Entomology/Plant Protection 
Phone: 785-532-4750 
Fax: 785-532-6232 
e-mail: rcloyd@ksu.edu   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.ksre.k-state.edu/about/statewide-locations.html
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Visit entomology.ksu.edu/extension to explore our extension resources.  

What do you think about our newsletter? Send us your feedback here! 

 

 
 

Kansas State University is committed to making its services, activities and programs accessible to all participants. If you have 
special requirements due to a physical, vision, or hearing disability, contact the Director of Institutional Equity, Kansas State 
University, 103 Edwards Hall, Manhattan, KS 66506-0124, (Phone) 785-532-6220; (TTY) 785-532-4807. (For TDD, contact Michelle 
White-Godinet, Assistant Director of Affirmative Action, Kansas State University, 785-532-4807.) 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer. Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension 
Work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, as amended. Kansas State University, County Extension Councils, Extension Districts, and 
United States Department of Agriculture Cooperating, Ernie Minton, Director. 
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